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Computer Generation refers to the stages of development of
computers based on the technology used in their hardware. As
technology improved, computers became smaller, faster, cheaper,
more reliable, and more powerful.
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15t GENERATION
(VACUUM TUBE)

1940 - 1956

Main Features
Vacuum Tubes, Magnetic
Drums, Large Size,
High Cost, Unreliable.
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Examples:
ENIAC, UNIVAC |
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2nd GENERATION
(TRANSISTOR)

'..

1956 - 1963

Main Features
Transistors, Magnetic Cores,
Smaller Size, Faster,
Lower Cost,
Increased Reliability.
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Examples:

IBM 1401, CDC 1604
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3rd GENERATION
(INTEGRATED CIRCUIT)

1964 - 1971
Main Features

Integrated Circuits (ICs),

Keyboard, Monitor,
Smaller, Faster,

Operating Systems.
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Examples:
1BM 360, DEC PDP-8

4*h GENERATION
(MICROPROCESSOR)

1971 - Present

Main Features
Microprocessors (VLSI),
Graphical User Interface (GUI),
Personal Computers,

Internet.
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Examples:
Apple Macintosh, IBM PC

5th GENERATION
(ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE)

Present & Future

Main Features
Artificial Intelligence (Al),
Machine Learning,
Quantum Computing,
Natural Language Processing,
Supercomputers.
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Al Systems, Robotics,

Advanced Smartphones
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